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T 0 1 HR HONOURABLE 
THE COURT OF DIRECTORS 


OF THE 


UNITED EAST- INDIA COMPANY, 


IN FEBRUARY 1772) 5 
JouN PURLING, Elq; being Chairman, 


GEORGE DUDLEY, Eſq Deputy. 
| D I R E GC TO K S, 
| Rickend Boſanquet, Eſq; 


Sir James Cockburn, a: 
George Cuming, 1 
Peter Ducane, Junior, | 
Henry Fletcher, 
Robert Gregory, 
John Einen, 
Joſeph Hurlock, 
William James, 
Ihn Manſhip, 
John Michie, „ Wwe. 
Frederick Pigou, # 5p ring 
John Roberts, „ 
Henry Savage, | „„ 
Joſhua Smith, 85 1 
Laurence Sulivan, 
Harry Verelſt, 
Edward Wheeler, he Ss 
Daniel Wier, | l 
John Woodhouſe, J GE 
3 WOHNk 
| Vadertaken| in | purſuance of their Ermer. 
A. N D 


| Executed at the Expence of the Eaſt-India Company, 


18s INSCRIBED, BY 
Te | Company 8 old and faithful Servant, 


ALEXA NDER DALRYMPLE, 
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MEMOIR or A CHART 


WE T HE 


B AY OF. BENGAL. 


Ir muſt appear very extraordinary, when it is conſidered 
bow long the Europeans have had an intercourſe with Bengal, 
that there is not hitherto a in Chart of the ee of 
Bengal publiſhed i in any language. | 
The Honourable Thomas Howe Ascent, in- he year 1763; 
after the action with a French Frigate in which he ſo 
f gallantly defended his ſhip, went to the Coaft of Orixa; 
in his paſſage from thence to. Bengal he had an opportunity 
of correcting the Chart of this Coaſt in the Neptune Oriental. 
and having reduced to a general Scale all the particular 
Charts in his poſſeſſion of the Coaſts, &c. in the Bay of 
Bengal, he. connected them together in the beſt manner 
hed nie 4 
Soon after my return to England, in 1765, Mr. Howe 
gave me a Copy of his Chart; and encouraged me to reviſe 
and improve it from what materials I had. collected: accord- 
ingly I ſet about this work and reduced the Coaſt of Orixa to 
a ſcale of 3 Inches to 1?—the Original, at firſt only intended 
as a correction of the ans Oriental, Rag: ſomewhat 
more. 
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Phil $ Survey of the Coaſt of e ſerved, bok in 
Mr. Howe's Chart and mine, for the deſcription of that Coaſt; 
Put ! added, from other * ſome Banks remote from 
the Land. + -_ OT 

The Coaſt of Ava, from Kyra to 22 I laid Jong from 
various materials; but here I found ſo great a diſagreement in 
the Latitudes, even where I was aſſured all proper allowances had 
been made, that I defiſted from my intention of having the 
Chart engraven: however Capt. William Smith and I ex- 
amined ſeveral Journals at the India-F ouſe, and laid down 

many ſoundings in the tracks acroſs the Bay. % a. e e 26712 
Copies of this Chart were given to ſeveral . 
amongſt others to Capt. Mears and to Capt. Court, who, on 
their return laſt Year, teſtified the higheſt approbation of it, 

particulary concerning the ana a about Fa wr Point and 
% ³ ˙· -w-. ͤ ana 0 gore” . 4+ e 

On mentioning their ſentiments to Is "Honourable 
Mr. Howe, in his laſt illneſs, and ſhewing him the copy which 
the Eaſt-India Company had permitted me to take of the late 
Jurvey of the Coaſt of Bengal, he very ſtrongly recommended to 
me to publiſh this Chart, from an opinion that it would be > 
very uſeful to the Company's Ships, and alledged that my 3 
ebjeRion, concerning the latitudes, was not of weight, as ͤa 

proper caution might be given on that head. . 

Not long ſince, in converſation with Mr. Purling, the 
Chairman of the Court of DireRors, faying that I would be 
at the trouble of engraving this Chart, if the Company would 
be at the expence, I was induced, from the ſentiments he 


5 1 „%% then 


tj 


| then paprefies; to ſend him, 65 aſter, 4 paper of propoſals 
for his peruſal, this he communicated to the Court of Direc- 
tors, who inſtructed their Secretary to write me a leuer en- 
couraging me to execute this work. Hugh! 
When I drew up the propoſals I only hls of {att 
the new ſurvey to my Chart, and publifhing it in that ſtatez 
and had not indeed ſeriouſly weighed the matter, as it was 
only a private converſation; but, when I received the Company's 
letter, it became a ſubject of publick attention, and it 
occurred to me that, although this Chart was the be I knew | 
of the Bay of Bengal, it was capable of amendment; and 
therefore that it was inconſiſtent with my own credit, and 
an unbecoming return to the ready encouragement given by 
the Company, to publiſh it in its then form; for although 
it was well enough as a MS Chart, yet a-Chart preſented to 
the Publick ought to be as compleat as materials will admit, 
On mentioning this to Mr. Purling, - and. obſerving that 
it would be neceflary for me to new draw the whole, he ſaid 
what I alledged was juſt, and that he was convinced, as he at 
| firſt told me, that it would coſt much more than I reckoned; 
but that the Gentlemen of the Direction approved of it greatly, 
as they thought it would be very uſefull, and therefore begged 
me to go on with it, and be aſſured that the Company would 
defray the expence. 


The very handſome manner in which Mr. Purling — 
on the occaſion has a claim, not only to my acknowledge- 
ment, but to that of the Publick, as to him, me are, in 
good meaſure, indebted for this Chart, 
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n vs, at firſt propoſed to have engraved the Chart on two 
plates, comprehending the Bay with the C. caſts of Ava, 


Orixa, &c. from 16? N, but on more mature confideration 
I have been induced to make one plate from 19? N, compre- 


| hending both Coaſts the Coaſts to the Southward of this Lati- 


tude are the leaſt material, but will take moſt time and 


trouble to lay down, which would retard the publication; 


the prefent limit comprehends the extremity of the Bank of 
Stundings; the former plan, of carrying the Chart down to 
16 N, would have rendered it of an inconvenient fize, 
when the two plates were united, and have occafioned a great 
blank by the open ſea between the Coaſto of Aua and India - 


which Coaſts may, with more propriety, be engraven by 
themſelves, ſhould the materials for deſcribing them be found 
ſufficiently c compleat for TOY Charts _ the atten- 


tion of the Publick. 


I have here fa os Hiftory 8 this Chart be i its o fuſt = 
formation; and ſhall now particulary explain the various 
materials from which it was laid down in the ſtate it now 


appears. 5 
The poſiti ition of Gels; in 222 34. 4 N. and in 
88? 337 15% E Long. fr. Greenwich, is from the obſervations | 
of the Honourable Mr. Howe; the Latitude mkow EM an 
aſtronomical Quadrant made by Mr. Bird, 


h - - 229 34. 40” 
1764, March re „„ lu. 


The Longitude os "Fe an Emerſion of lopier 8 : 


ft Sauellie on the March Mir N 
The 


919 a5; E Long. fr. Greenwich, was deduced by 
Royal. from the Obſe va 


« PF” * 
Situation of iſa, in 228 205 N Latitnds,” 


Venus in 1 761. ny 
The difference of a been eee and [ 


by theſe obſervations 30 11%. 4. is fearcely a mile different 
from the. /ate ſurvey; ſo that it may reaſonably be prof! 
theſe places are exactly determined. 
not mean to inſinuate chat any two aſtronomical Obſerva 


the ſame time I do 


can be confidedin for the determination of ſo ſmall 4 diſtance 
234 ile. 


Theſe are the ah obſervations L have of the Longitudes 


Cogen Flaglat is in 192 2 N Lat. 852 17 E Long. 
by: obſervations: of Gand ( taken in September 1770 by 
Mr. Mears, Chief: Mate of the Pn: Mr. Howe- places 
% Ganjam in 192 22. 30 N which-is 2“ 30 more to the ſouth- - 
ward. And; by the diſtance from the 
2 - Longitude, which. is: only, 1, different 
obſerved by Mr. Mears; I have laid it down by Mr. Howe's 


1 


+: the Longitude 


 Aﬀronmer- 


Falje Point, in 85 6E | 


Chart. . Having-copied the "Coaſt, from Ganj am to the N 


| ſandy Pe near the Black'Pagoda,: from that Chart. 


From this Point to the Falſe Point I have made a deviation 
from the Chart, to inſert a plan of Podgon-or Codgone, commu- 


nicated by Mr. Herbert, this Plan was made by W. Helman 


1742. The Land at the M. Extremity of this Bay is called, 


k by 


in the plan, the Fo Iſe Point, but, as the Land trends away to : 
the. Eaftward, this would be entirely incompatible with the 


© £5 
"- 


t * ” 


| Survey PLS a to Falſe Point. whi ch Survey alſo 
deſcribes Faſſe Bay quite differently from Helmay's plan of 
 Godgone, of which place I have ſome other ſketches' and me- 
morandums fimilar to the Plan. The double Bank in 
Mr. Howe's Chart pointed out to me the poſition of ws | 
the Mo: Sand being (as I ſuppoſe) off Helman's Falſe Pr. 


(which I ſhall call Codgone P.) the En · Sand off the Falſe Pt 


of the Survey; Mr Howe's Latitude of ' Falſe Pi. being ſome- 
what more ſoutherly than the Land is deſcribed in the Survey, 
I have continued the Land to Mr. Howe's Latitude; ; a memo» _ 
randum in Helman's plan confirms the alteration I have made, 7 
by inſerting Codgone i in this place, for he ſays, ſpeaking of 


ſome Trees laid down in his plan, ** Theſe bearing N. you 


< have ſoft ground, ” which bearing is juft clear of Mr. Howe' C7 
Mu. Fand and correſponds to the mud gap he deſcribes, which it is 
very natural to expect as the River of Cuttack.falls into this bay. 
The inſertion of Codgon? Bay carries the Land from Fa Me": 
Point more Weſterly than in Mr. Howe's Chart, and, conſe- 
quently, the Land from che Black Pagoda more Northerly than ; 
Mr. Howe deſcribes i it; t this 1 is very conſonant to ah oy 
Oriental. 
The Survey 1 to hs ES I from Bengal bears. 5 
name of John Ritchie, but, it is ſaid, great part of it was 
made by Plaiſted: It is not accompanied with any explanaion; 
it has been reduced, and this reduction implicitly followed from i 


* 


Falſe Point to Chittagong; but the Coaſt of Chittagong appear - 


— — 
—_— 


Vid. 1 in Chart, 


—_— 


| 2 yy, to be taken, not from Tie ee, but from his firſt. | 
85 1 . fret, 
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+ ſketch 1 have prefered Pl let's 8650 in 1561, to this © n 


. Part of the New Chart: 
omitted by . Plai ified; it is to me very obvious, that the _—_— EL ne 


288 $8 
$412 


EM : on this Coaſt are very far from being yet exactly deſcribed, „„ ä 


— 
„ ; 
— 
— 
hs 
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owever I have added ſom e dangers „„ 


=” me : - a 


1 ö p Bars p * 1 8 8 


. I have added the River to Calcutta, and traced the other ff.. De On 


* — 4 . ” - ky * 8 1 7 
7 : * 8 4 p 6 7 * 0 ? ! 2 8 £ 


> Channels up from their mouths,— My intention, i in tracing S „ „ 


7 the rivers, was to point out the direction of the Stream, that FP oo or og oo Cs 


4 Fl ud 50 a e — 3 
7 i * 2 2 1 : 4 


g. : N n 5 


Snhips may avoid it, or take the advantage of it, according to. Eo 


'9 8 4 


, 1 „ £ #4 x : . 4 N I 5 . # + 


: ; * 0 * * * © . J 4 : e 
y AL 1 . 1 x 3.6 8 6 Pa 5 Fx wt = k ; q 85 # 


_ circumſtances, VVV e i e bb 

1 find the Tails of the S . 
MWMWöier in the URVEY, by 135 means conformable EE „ 
3 1 ournals of Ships; ſhould I hereafter publiſh the Chart of 1 
the Coaſt of Þ ia, I may perhaps make it comprehe! 
laid down from the Journals, which would be 
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. che Mouth of Bengal | Ry a r (fr „„ 
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1 In. * S 1 'F | 1 : 5 ; 4-4 — * - + c „ 
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- _ uſeful as 4 , nn ol ons hoof - 


# . \ 2 : „ \ ? 8 ' + 5 3 


Ĩhe Ea fideof the Bay, to the Southward of Re. ab Iſla 1, 
5 having been lately Jurveyed, I thought it would be improper to 
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